
74TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION ^ 

rf am ^)o ^3)^ 

IN TilK SENATE OF THE  EXlTEE STATE 

FKIUU'AI.V "J4  (caU'iiilar day, An:n  :!'■'<). l'.i:',f> 

Mr. Tvnixns introduced (he follow inu' hdl: \\ 11i«•'   wa- iv;h!   ui.v n 

to flu1 Committee on Territori-1- and  In-nlar A ilaii- 

BILL 
!u provide lor a referendum in Eu< rtn !!im nn me <j>i< -1u11; <>| 

independence. In provide Inr earn i 11 ■_'.' it inn. rlLii, ami lor 

other purposes. 

! lie it  i illicit i! In/ lln   S, null   mill  //..//■-.   ..;   /,'./■,■• M nln- 

.' t'l' CS   <>f  lilt      I    lllltll   SlllliS   ilf    A'Ul   l'H  '<    III    I    ••!!   //'(   v-   ■!-.*■<  Hi'll* ll, 

\\ TEl'EE I 

I HI:I'I:KI:M)I M IN IM I:I;TO I;IHMI\ i\[n:ri:Mnn i. 

."( SKC'l'IOV      I.    'I lll'IV   -dial]    In-    ■.||l:!lli!:"1|    lii   1 111 ■    prnp'r    li| 

d     Puerto   Kico  at   a   -peeia!   t-I* ctiiin   in   lie   held   nn   111., ■   lirsi 

7    Tuesday following' the first  Mmida\   in NA»\ nniu-i-  1:1:17 11 M■ 

following ipiesiion tn be \oied on 1»\ -invi written 1 >.-111 <>t: 



o 

"Shall  flic  people of Puerto  Rico be sovereign ; 

independent I 

Yes Q 

inn 

4    No □." 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1;['BI.I!'AT1<»,   OF   ACT 

Si-x.'. 2. The Governor of Puerto liico is hereby author 

ize'l and directed to cause to be prepared a correct tran 

lation ot this Act into the Spanish language,    lie shall cain 

copies   of  this   Act.   in   English   and   Spanish,   to   be  nni 

spicuoiisly   and   continuously   ])osted   in   all   public   plan 

in Puerto Pico lor at leas! thirty calendar days before said 

election and >hall .similarly cau.-e copies to be published in 

all newspapers in  Puerto  Hico of general circulation.     IP 

shall take appropriate measures to insure that the provisioii- 

of this Ac! are made known to persons unable to read, ei.lici 

}{j by radio broadcast or otherwise. 

17 KXISTINO  LAW'S TO ''.OVKRN : F.XI'KXSKS 

18 SKC,  -'!.   All   l.-iw-  ap|ilicablc  in  slid   regular  ejection 

19 including the laws governing the qualification and regi»ti':> 

20 (ion of (deitoi-v ;1i1(| (|;;. safeguarding of elections, shall apph 

21 to slid referendum.     The Legislature of Puerto Hico > 11;11! 

22 provide    tor    the    necessary    expenses    incident    to    ^' 

23 referendum. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF  IfESCI.T: EFFECT 

KE^. 4,  After said election  shall  have  '><u• n  held  and 

the results thereof duly a-e< rtained. the floyernor of Puerto 

Eico shall certify to the President  of the  Pnited States the 

result of the vole in said referendum.     If a majority of die 

t? yotes east in said referendum  are in  the affirmative,  then 

7 the  President   shall so  ]>ivlaiiti.  and  mile   II   of ihis   Aei 

S shall heeonie operative upon meh proclamation.     If a  nia- 

S) joritv of the votes east in said n icivudnm are in the  ne^a- 

10 live, then the  President   shal1  >u  proclaim,  and  idle   II   o| 

I 1 this Act shall not tro into oiTect. 

COXVENTTOX  TO   I'KAM!'   ('O v STIT1 "I M >\    lOK   IM   F.I.'TO   KH'o 

SECTION ie Leiri-li'iui'e o|  S iierto  loco I- iiorrltN 

io authorized   to   provide   for   the   «'ho ' ■■ >n   ol   delegate-   io   a 

Hi eonstitutioiia!  convention    winch  d  ill  i>s> -     in  the  ('apiioi 

!7 "Building- at   '"'mi  .luan.  at   -u< h  time  a-  the   ^.adaiiiiv  o| 

18 Puerto Eico ma\   ti.v  hut   not   later than .im.r   1,   l'.K'.Y.  to 

IS) formulate  and  draft   a  eon-titulion   for  th,    I io\ eminent   of 

-0 the ( 'oiumonweallh of Puerto Kieo, -u 1 >}<■ <■ t  o. t! e e<aidi'ion~ 

-1 and qualification-- pre-crihed  :u  i;i- title,  which  d.ili  * v r 

22 eise juri<diciioi!   o\er  :dl   the   t«-rrii > o-\   in   the   \\ .-t    Indie 

-3 ceded  to   t!ie   {"lliied   State-,   i.\    ,-r:iele   II   oi   the   treats    M| 
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1 peace      iU'liuIcd h- fwcc'ii <h;>  Tinted 1   ite;-   ■;,)& --ipain oi 

2 he   \ ';.i day of J. •.'cciuhrr   1898, except iVr  .Me island 

3 Tit' ::'-i  ami  111■ -  .■.and.   and  keys a > f    ei,    thereto 

.'.-'ji'i'i.i'nirc <>!'  i:ui'i'i.■   Ku'o -Mall yn   uk- : 

5     expt UM'S of ^!i«'h ''onv^nti'ii. 

!! Ill' 

■'lie 

O       C!l UfACTER   C 

7 ;>KC   10-.   (a 

)\ I;-«|: 

8     >liall l'c republican in ru'in.    h 

lall. ni her a-- a  part   UHTCOI   ■ ■■>■ Mil 

111!' 

Illi;i I   and   complete   w e iel 

it": lUliec to 

t hereto,  contain  pre  i-aon    i■.    lie     '•,  u   \\\;\i.   .:e, 

\:il    : he    -ove|'ce:;;!V 

12 I'niied States o\ cr  Puerto  !'i  ■> 

13 ( 1 )   All citizen- til' Puerie    :    ,,   diall ev, 

14 the   {'nited States. 

15 (2!    l'A'e    ' oilieer of the  < ;overtime!!! i!ic  ( 'olliinoii 

1() wealth  ot   l'uerto  Kico --hall,  before  em-   ...e   upon the dis- 

17 charge o!  his duties,  take and subscribe  an oath  ot  oilier. 

18 declaring, among oilier ihinu's. that    e recognizes and accept 

19 the -upreiiie aiiihorip,   u|      ,d   ■-• m   m,   utam  trite  laitli and 

20 allegiance to the , nited Suite-. 

21 (.'!)   Absolute iolera!i><!i of religion- sentiment shall be 

22 secured and no inhahiiaiit or religions organization shall he 

23 molcMed in person or property on account of religious hcliei 

24 oi- mode o| worship. 
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3 

4. 

(4) Property owned by the Fnited Elates; cemeteries: 

churches, and parsonages or convents appurtenant thereto: 

ami all lands, buildings, and improvements used exehisivelv 

tor religious, charitable, or educational purposes shall be 

exempt from taxation. 

(5) Trade- relations between Puerto Pico and the 

Tinted States shall be upon the bav-. prescribed in section 

in. 

((>) The public debt of Puerto Pico and its subordinate 

branches shall not exceed Hurts now or hereafter lived b\ 

the Congress of the Cubed States: and no loans shall be 

contracted in foreign countries without the approval ol 

the President of the 1'nited Stales. 

H (7) The debts, liabilities and obligations ol the prcsciu 

15    Government  of  Puerto  Kim. its  municipalities and  iiiMiu 

K)    mentalities, valid and subsisting at the time ol the adoption 

17     of the constitution,  shall  lie assumed and  paid  by  the  new 

IS    Government. 

11) (S)   Provision shall iie made lor the establishment and 

20    maintenance of an adc^.iatc system ol   public schools, 

lil (|j)   Acts alTecting currency, coinage, imports, exports, 

22    and immigration shall not become law until approved b\ the 

21]     President of the Cnitcd States. 

•j j. (10)    Foreign  a'.Tail's  shall   be  under  tin   direct   ^u j u-r 

L\">     vision and control ol the I niic.l Slat:   . 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 



1 (11)   All Acts passed by the Legislature of the (',,],,_ 

2 moiiwealth of Puerto Kieo shall lie reported to the Congress 

3 of the Tinted States. 

4 (12)   Puerto Kieo recognizes the right of the Vint-d 

5 States to expropriate property for public uses, to maintain 

6 military and other reservations and armed forces in l'licr:,. 

7 Pico,  and.   upon  order oi' the   President,  to  call  into  <b 

8 .service  of such  armed forces all military forces  organi/v! 

9 by the Puerto Rican (iovernment. 

10 (i;>)   The   decisions   of  the   courts   of  the   (Joiuino,, 

11 wealth of Puerto  Pico shall be subject to review by ihr 

12 courts of the United States as now provided by law. 

13 (14)   The Tinted States may, by Presidential pro<-T 

14 mation, exercise the right to intervene for the preservation 

15 of the (iovernment of the Commonwealth of Puerto Pim 

1G and for the maintenance of the (iovernment as provide; 

17 in the consiiiution thereof, and for tin1 protection of lil'. 

IS property,  and  individual  liberty  and  for the  discharge  ><< 

19 (Iovernment  obligations tinder and in accordance  with lb 

20 provision^ of the constitution. 

21 (IT))   The authority of the  Tnited Suites  High Cdn. 

22 mi-sionrr   to   the   (iovernment   of   the   ('onimonwealth   ',: 

23 Pueili    Pico, as provided in  this iitle, shall be recognize1. 

24 (id)   ('itizeiis and  corporations  of the   Tinted  St::!' 

25 >hall  enjo\   in  the  C iinnionwealth  of  Puerto  Kieo all  tin1 
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1 civil rights  of the  citizens  and  corporations,   respectively, 

2 thereof. 

3 (17)   The  jurisdiction   of  the   1'nited   States   Hist riot 

4 Court for the District of Puerto  Rico shall he a- now pro- 

5 vided hy law. 

Q (h)   The constitution shall also contain the following 

7 provisions, effective as  of the date ol  the  proclamation  of 

8 the President recognizing the independence of Puerto Rico. 

9 as hereinafter provided : 

10 (1)   That   the   properly   rights   of   the   hinted  States 

11 and Puerto Rico shall he promptly adjusted and settled, and 

12 that all existing property rights of citizens or corporations 

3 of the United States shall he acknowledged, respected, and 

4 safeguarded to the sinie extent as property rights of citizens 

f) of Puerto Rico. 

<) (2)   That   the  ollicials  elected  and  serving  under  the 

7 constitution adopted pursuant  to the provisions of this  Act 

H shall he constitutional  oll'inus  of the  free and  independent 

I1,) Oovermiient of Puerto Rico and qualified to function in all 

JO i'spects as if elected directly   under such  (ioveriinieiit,  and 

J1 shall  serve  their  full   terms  of  ollice  as   preserihed   in   the 

-2 <onstitution. 

J3 (:i)    That   the  delits  and  liahilities  of   Puerto   Rico,   its 

J4- municipalities  and  iiistrtiiiieiitaliiics,   which   diall   he   valid 

J5 and suhsisting  at   the   time   of   the   filial   and   complete   with- 



8 

1 drawal of (ho sovereignty of the United States, shall bo 

2 assumed   by   (lie   fret    and   independent   Government   <-f 

LI Puerto Rico: and that where bonds have been issued under 

4 authority of an Act of Congress of the  United States bv 

5 Puerto Rico, or any municipality or instrumentality therein. 

G the  Puerto  Rican (»o\ eminent   will make adequate provi- 

7 sion for the  necessary  funds  for  the   payment  of intcre-i 

8 and principal, and such obligations shall be a first lien on 

(J the taxes collected in Puerto Rico. 

10 (4)   That  the   Government   of  Puerto  7.{ico,   on  be- 

ll coming independent  of the  United States,  will assume all 

12 continuing obligations assumed by the United States under 

13 the treaty of peace with Spain ceding Puerto Rico to the 

14 United Slates except   insofar as such  obligations apply In 

15 the   i-land  of  ('u'.ebra  < nd  the  islands and keys  adjacent 

16 thereto. 

17 (5)   That   hy  way of  further assurance  the  Govern- 

j 3 mem of 1'nerio Rico will embody the foregoing provision- 

19 (except paragraph  (2) ) in a treaty with the United Stale-. 

20 srr.MissioN OF OONSTITFTION TO TIIK PRESIDENT OF 

21 TI1F   IN Ffi: I)   STATES 

■22 SFC. lo:i.   Upon lire drafting and approval of the eon- 

211 -timtioii  b\   the constitutional  convention  in  Puerto Rio>. 

24 the  <-nn--tii'Mic.ii  -hall   be  submit'ed  within  one  year alter 

25 the takiu"- eiTeii of this title t<> the President of the United 
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4 

5 

6 

[0 

il 

States, who shall determine whether or not it confnrnis with 

the provisions of this title. Ff the President find-; that the 

proposed constitution conforms substantially with the pro- 

visions of this title he sha11 so certify to the Governor of 

Puerto Rico, who shall so advise the constitutional conven- 

tion. If the President limP that the constitution does not 

conform with the provisions of this tHe he shall so advise 

the Governor of Puerto Pico. stat'n<>' wherein in hi- judg- 

ment the constitution does not so conform and ^ulmiittiiiLT 

provisions which will in his judgment make the constitution 

so conform. The (iovernor shah in turn submit such nies 

11' satre to the constitutional convention for further action h\ 

II) them pursuant to the same procedure hereiuhelore defined 

': I until the President and the constitutional convention are in 

IT)     agreement. 

It) SI'HMISSION OF ('ONsTITI'TiON To 1'1'Ol'l.i OF FFFKI'O l.'H'o 

17 SKC. 104. After the President of the l'niled Sian- 

IS has certified that the const it m ion conforms with the pro- 

I!) visions of this title, ii shall he submitted to ihe people ut 

L'O Pue'-m Pico for their ratification or rejection at an election 

'21 to be held within loo>- months after the dale of such cer'iti 

22 (,ation. on a date to be  fixed  l>\   tlie   Peeisfnure "I   Puerto 

23 Kico, at  wliich election the qualified  oiios o|   Puerto  Pico 

24 shall have an opportunity  to \ote direeih  tor or a-ain i the 

25 proposed   constitution   and   ordinances   appended   ih reio. 
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1 Such  election  shall  bo  hold in such manner as may he 

2 prescribed by the Legislature of Puerto Rico, to which lh<. 

3 relurn of the (-lection shall be made.    The Legislature of 

4 Puerto Pico shall by law provide for the canvassing of the 

5 return and shall certify the result to the Governor of Puerto 

<3 Pico, together with a statement of the votes oast "and a copy 

7 of said constitution and ordinances.    If a majority of tlic 

8 votes  cast  shall  be  for the  constitution, the  Governor of 

9 Puerto   Pico -diall.  within thirty days after receipt of the 

H) certification  from   die   Legislature  of Puerto  Pico, issue a 

11 proclamation for the election of officers of the Government 

12 of the Commonwealth of Puerto Pico provided for in tlie* 

13 constitution. The election >hall take place not earlier than 

j4 three months nor later than six months after the proelania- 

Uj lion b\ ihe Governor ordering such election. When tli;- 

10 election  of the  ollicers provided for under the  constitution 

17 has been held and the results determined, the Governor oi 

18 Puerto  Pico shall certily the results of the election to tin1 

19 President  of the  Tinted  States, who shall (hereupon issue 

20 a proclamation announcing (lie results of the election, ami 

21 upon the T>uanco of such proclamation by the President the 

22 existing Puerto Pico Government shall  terminate and th1' 

23 new   Government   mall   enter  upon  its   rights,   privileges 

24 powers and duties. a>- provided under the constitution, Th<' 

2'"> present Government of Piu-rto Kieo shall provide for the 

~(5 orderly transfer of the functions of government. 
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1 If a majority of the votes east are against the eonstitu- 

2 tion, then the constitutional convention shall frame a new 

3 constitution, which shall he submitted to the President, as 

4 provided in section 10o of this title, and to the people of 

5 Puerto Eico, as provided in this section, until a constitution 

o framed in accordance with this title is adopted by the people. 

7 TRANSFER OF PROPERTY AND NIGHTS TO COMMON WEALTH 

8 OF  PUERTO   RICO 

9 SEC. 105,  All the property and rights which may have 

10 been acquired in Puerto Hieo by the United States under the 

11 treaty mentioned in section 101 of this title, except such land 

12 or other property as has heretofore been designated by the' 

13 President of the United States for military and other reser- 

14 vations of the Government of the Muted Stales, and excepi 

lo such land or other property or rights or interests (herein as 

10 may have been sold or otherwise disposed of in accordance 

17 with law, and always excepting the i>laud of <'ulebra and 

IB the islands and keys adjacent thereto, are hereby granted 

10 to the Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto  Hieo 

'20 when constituted. 

'21 RELATIONS WITH TIIK UNITKU STATUS I'KNIHM! (OMl'LKTK 

'22 _                INDKPKNDUNCU 

~3 SEC.  10(5.   Pnlil the final and complete withdrawal of 

.'•{• American sovereignly over Puerto Kico-- 

BES1«H:W«C0W 
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i (1) Every duly adopted amendment to the constitu- 

te lion of tlic Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto 

?j Rico shall be submitted to the President of the United 

j- States for approval.    If the President approves the amend- 

5 nient  or if the President fails to disapprove such aniend- 

6 nient within six months from the time of its submission, the 

7 amendment shall take effect as a part of such constitution, 

8 (2)   The President of the  United States shall have 

9 aulhority to suspend the taking effect of or the operation 

10 of any law, contract, or executive order of the Government 

11 of die Commonwealth  of Puerto Rico, which in  his juduv 

12 nient   will   result   in  a   failure  of the  Government  of the 

13 Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to fulfill its contracts, or 

i ,- (o meet its bonded indebtedness and interest thereon or 

I,) to provide for its sinking funds, or which in his judgment 

i., will violate, international obligations of the United State-, 

\i (.'J) The Chief Kxcculivo of the Commonwealth <>!' 

1^ Puerto Rico shall make an annual report to the President 

j'() and Congress of the United States of the proceedings and 

20 operations   of   the   Government   of  the   Commonwealth   ol 

21 Puerto   Rico   and   shall   :"uke   such   other   reports   as   tin* 

22 IV   blent   or   Congress   may   request. 

23 (A)   The   President   shall  appoint,   by  and  with  tin1 

24 advice  and  consent   of (he Senate, a  United States High 

25 Commissioner  to  the   Government   of  the  Commonwealth 



18 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

17 

18 

19 

liO 

21 

-2 

23 

24 

25 

of Puerto Rico who shall hold oilier at the pleasure of 

the President and until his successor is appointed and 

qualified. He shall be known as the Toiled States Ili'h 

Commissioner to Puerto Rico. lie shall he the repre- 

sentative of the President of the Inked States in Puerto 

Rico and shall he recognized as such by the Government 

of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico., by the commanding 

r'v,,jers of the military forces of the Puked States, and 

by all civil officials of the Inked States in Puerto Rico. 

He shall have access to all records of the Government or 

any subdivision thereof and shall be furnished by the Chief 

Executive of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico with such 

information as he shall request. 

If the Government, of the Commonwealth of Puerto 

Rico fails to pay any of its bonded or other indebtedness ur 

the interest thereon when due, or to fulfill any of its contracts, 

the United States High Commissioner -hall immediately 

report the facts to the President, who may thereupon direct 

the High Commissioner to lake over the customs offices 

and administration of the same, administer the -anie, and 

apply such part of the revenue received iheivlrom ,-i- mu\ 

be necessary for the pa\meiit of Mich overdue indebiednc-- 

or for the fulfillment of such con raels. The Puked Stale- 

High Commissioner shall anniialh, and al -ueli oilier lime- 

as the President may require, render an official report  to 
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1 the President and Congress of the United States.    He shall 

2 perform such  additional duties  and functions  as  may be 

3 delegated to him from time to time by the President under 

4 the provisions of this Act. 

5 The  United States High Commissioner shall receive 

6 compensation at the rate of $15,000 per annum and shall 

7 have such stall' and assistants its the President may deem 

8 advisable and  as may  be  appropriated for  by  Congress, 

9 including a financial expert, who shall receive, for suhmis- 

10 sion to the High  Commissioner,  a duplicate copy of the 

11 reports of the insular auditor.     Appeals from decisions of 

12 the insular 'I'ulitor may be taken to the President of the 

13 1'nited  States. ,_ The salaries and expenses  of the High 

14 Commissioner and his staff and assistants shall be paid by 

15 the Tinted States. 

16 The first United States High Commissioner appointed 

17 under this Act shall take oflice upon the inauguration of the 

18 new Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Pico. 

19 (5)   The Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto 

20 .Rico shall provide for the selection of a Pesident Commis- 

21 sioner to the United States and shall fix his term of oflice. 

22 He shall be the representative of the Government of the 

23 Commonwealth   of  Puerto  Pico  and  shall  be   entitled  to 

24 oilicial recognition as such by all departments upon presen- 

25 tution to the President of credentials signed by the Chief 
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1 Executive of said Government,    lie shall have a seal  in 

2 the House of Representatives of the Fnited States, with the 

3 right of debate but without the right of voting.    His salary 

4 and expenses shall be fixed and paid by the Government of 

5 Puerto Rico.    Until a  Resident Commissioner is selected 

6 and qualified under this section, existing law governing the 

7 election of a Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico shall 

8 conthiue in effect.   — 

9 (6)   Review by the courts of the United States of case-, 

10 from Puerto Rico shall be as now provided by law, and such 

11 review shall also extend to all cases involving the constitu- 

12 tion of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

13 (7)   The  jurisdiction   of   the   1 nited   States   District 

14 Court for the District of Puerto Rico shall be as now pro- 

15 videcl by law. 

'0 SEC 107.  Upon the taking effect of ibis title-— 

17 (a)   No funds now or hereafter made available under 

ltf the provisions of the Act of March :JI, l(.Ki:i  (48 Slat, 22) ; 

11) the  Federal Emergency  Relief Act of May   12.   I«):!:'•   (-is 

20 Stat. 55) ; the National  Industrial  Recovery   Aci  n\ .luiie 

-'1 K),   1WY.)    (48  Slat.   11).")) ,   the   Fourth   Dclicieiicy   Ac!   o| 

22 June 10,  19;i2>   (48 Stat. 274) : the Act of Fd.niars   15. 

23 1984   (48 Stat. o51); the  Fmeruvncy Appriiprinlinn  Act 

24 of June 19, 19:54   (48 Stat,  1021,  K)55) ; and the Fmer- 

25 geney Belief Appropriation Act of April 8, 192>5  (19 Stat. 



16 

1 115), may be spent in, or loaned in respect of any project 

2 situated in, Puerto Rico, except such parts thereof as may 

8 have been obligated prior to the taking effect of this title, 

4 (b)   No loans may be made to any persons resident 

5 in Puerto Rico or to any corporations or other juridical 

('•> entities doing business therein, or in respect of any property 

7 there located, by any of the following instrumentalities or 

'■- wholly owned corporations of the United States: Keeon- 

0 slruclion    Finance   Corporation,    Export-Import   bank   of 

i'j 'Washington, Second Export-Import Bank of Washington. 

11 .District  of Columbia.   Farm Credit Administration or any 

12 branches or subsidiaries thereof,  Federal Farm Mortgage 

13 Corporation, Commodity Credit Corporation, Home Owners' 

14 Loan Corporation, Federal Housing Administration, or any 

15 of the agencies created or existing under authority of the 

US Federal Home Loan Hank Act. 

17 (c)   The Act of February  11,  19IJ6   (Public, Kuin- 

18 bered 442, Seventy-fourth Congress), shall stand repealed, 

i'j SEC. 108. Fpon the inauguration of the Government of 

20 fl'P Commonwealth of Puerto Pico— 

21 (a)  Xo further appropriations from Federal funds shall 

22 be made for Puerto Pico, nor shall any further allotments 

23 be made  from   Federal fuiuF for Puerto   Rico,  nor shall 

24 unobligated Federal appropriations or allotments be further 

25 obligated for any of the following purposes: 
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~X (1)   The activitioH of the Department of Agriculture 

2 or any of its bureaus, including the Soil Conservation Service 

3 and the Agricultural Experiment Station, except that funds 

4 will continue to he available for the custody and protection 

5 of the Caribbean National Forest until the same is trans- 

6 ferred pursuant to section 109 of this title. 

7 (2) The activities of the National Park Service of the 

8 Geological Survey and of the Ollice of Education, inoludi 

9 the Federal Board for Vocational Education. 

10 (3)   The activities of the Organized Reserves, of t 

11 Reserve Officers' Training Corps, and of the Citizens' Mili- 

12 tary Training Camps; and the Secretary of War is directed 

13 to disband, at the earliest opportunity, all units of (he 

U Organized Reserves or of the Reserve Officers' Training 

15 Corps now established in Puerto Rico, 

1(5 (4)   The activities of the War Department in respect 

17 of rivers and harbors improvements. 

18 (5)   The activities of the Children's Bureau. 

li) ((5)   The activities of the Bureau of Fisheries, of the 

li() Bureau of Air Commerce, and of the Coast and (leodctic 

-1 Survey. 

~- (b)   No  appointments  shall   be  made  to  either  the 

-3 United  States   Military   Academy   or   the   United   States 

~4 Naval Academy  in  respect   of any  territorial  quota now 

~5 allotted by law to Puerto Rico: Provided, That American 

S. 4529 2 
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1 citizens otherwise eligible under any other quota provisions 

2 shall not be debarred from appointment by reasons of their 

3 residence in Puerto Eico. 

4 (c)   The   coastwise   shipping  laws   shall   no  longer 

5 apply to Puerto Eico. 

(> (d)   Xo deposits in any banks in Puerto Eico other 

7 than national banks shall be guaranteed by the Federal 

>.; Deposit Insurance Corporation, and all payments made to 

[) said Corporation or to any fund held by it or by its authority 

!■') in respect to Puerto Eican deposits now made noninsurahle, 

i 1 together with any interest'actually earned by said payments, 

12 shall be returned to the persons who made such payments 

lo or to their legal successors. 

14 SEC. 109.   (a)   Tithin six months after the inaugura- 

15 tion of the Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto 

10 Rico, said Government shall make adequate provision for 

! 7 the defense of Puerto Eico, and upon certification by the 

lrt Chief Executive of said Government to the President that 

;'.) such provision has been made, Federal recognition as de- 

20 lined in the National Defense Act, *s amended, shall be 

2i withdrawn from the National Guard of Puerto Eico: Pro- 

22 tided. That if no certilication is made as aforesaid, said 

23 National Guard shall in any event he disbanded six months 

24 after said inauguration.    The arms, equipment, and niate- 

25 rial heretofore furnished said National Guard by the United 
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States shall upon such withdrawn 1 of Federal recognition 

or upon such disbanding, as the ease may he, ho transferred 

to the Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 

(h) The following .services of the Federal Government 

in Puerto Rico shall continue to operate and function after 

the inauguration of the Government of the Commonwealth 

' Puerto Pico, and the respective ollicers and employees of 

such services shall continue in their present status until such 

time as the Chief Executive of said Government shall certify 

to the President that said Government has made provision 

to operate such services or any of them, to wit: Postal 

Service, Forest Service, Lighthouse Service, Puhlic Health 

Service, Immigration and Naturalization Service, Customs 

Service, and life-saving activities of the Coast Guard. There- 

upon, and pursuant to the terms of whatever convention may 

he agreed-upon by the Vnited States High Commissioner 

and said Chief Executive, any and all property of the Tinted 

States used in connection with said services, incltidhu.1; land, 

shall be transferred to the Government of the ('omnionwealth 

of Puerto Pico, and the respective ollicers and employees 

of said services shall cease to he ollicers and employees of 

the United States: Providul, That no convention ropeet'mg 

the Postal Service shall lake effect until il shall lirsl have 

heen approved by the Po-lmasler General of the I'liiied 

States.    In the event that transfers as aforesaid are not made 
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1 during' the existence of said Commonwealth Government, 

2 then such transfers shall he made upon final and complete 

3 withdrawal of American sovereignty from Puerto Pico, not- 

4 withstanding that suitable conventions for transfer have not 

5 heen made; and the officers and employees as aforesaid shall 

(> nevertheless cease to he officers and employees of the United 

7 States. 

S (c)   Patents and copyrights granted hy the United 

i) Slates shall continue to be recognized hy the Government 

10 of the Commonwealth of Puerto Pico, hut said Government 

11 shall provide, at the earliest practicable date, for the establhh- 

12 niont of a patent office and a registry of copyrights in Puerto 

13 Pico.   Pending such establishment, and until the fact thereiif 

14 shall have been certified by the Chief Executive of said 

15 Government to the United States High Commissioner, the 

1(5 I'nited States shall continue to grant patents and copyrights 

17 for Puerto Pico, hut in no event after the final and coin- 

18 plete withdrawal of American sovereignty from Puerto Pin>. 

15) Patents and copyrights issued by the United. St; 

20 during the period of Amcrean sovereignty over Puerto hi 

21 shall lie protected in Puerto Pico as though such patents ai 

22 copyrights had been granted there, and shall be deen 

23 properly rights within section 102   (b)   (1)  of this title. 

24 ((1)   AH debts of any persons residing in Puerto Pie". 

25 or of any corporations or other juridical entities doing business 

tali 

en 

leu 
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therein, or secured by any properly in Puerto Rico, which 

are owing to any of the agencies named in section 107 (c) 

hereof or to the Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief Commission 

or its successor, shall, if possible, he liquidated during the 

existence of the Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto 

Rico, and the several creditor organizations are authorized to 

maintain the necessary ofiices and personnel to assist in such 

liquidation. Any such debts not liquidated at: the lime of 

the final and complete withdrawal of American sovereignty 

from Puerto Rico, which are then owed by citizens of Puerto 

Rico (as defined in section 1 12 hereof) or by corporations 

or other juridical entities created by or existing under the 

laws of Puerto Pico, shall be assumed by the Government 

of Puerto Rico and shall constitute a properly right of the 

United Stales within section 102 (b) (1) of this title. 'Hie 

right of the several creditor organizations lo institute fore- 

closure proceedings in respect of debts owed by other than 

citizens of Puerto Rico and corporations or oilier juridical 

entities created by or existing under the laws of Puerto 

Rico, whiclrdebls are secured hy properly in Puerto Kico, 

shall likewise be protected bv section lo-J (1>) (1) of this 

title. 

(e) Within the two months immediately preceding ihe 

final and complete withdrawal of American M>\crei'iiil\ o\er 

Puerto Rico, all persons held in coulinemem under authority 
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1 of (he Fnitcd States as punishment for any offenses 

2 mitted in Puerto Rico against Federal laws shall he remi 

coin- 

IIKUMI 

3 to the custody of (he Government of the Commonwealth of 

4 Puerto Rico for such disposition as said Government or its 

5 successor shall make. 

6 SE r. 110. The United States will pay to Puerto Rim, 

7 notwithstanding the  provisions  of  sections   107   (a)   ami 

8 108   (a)    (1)   hereof, the aggregate sum of all process;i:o' 

9 taxes collected in Puerto Rico by virtue of the Act of Jlay 

10 J), lt)!54  (48 Stat. 670), and not refunded to processors or 

11 heretofore expended or obligated for expenditure in Puerto 

12 Pico  for the  benefit  of  agriculture.    Such  sum  shall lie 

13 ascertained by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 

14 States and shall he set oil' against any sums which may lie 

15 due by Puerto Pico to the United States, the payment of 

10 which must lie secured under section 102   (b)   (1) hereof, 

17 SMC.  111. After the date of the inauguration  of  tin1 

18 Government of (lie Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, trade 

19 relations between the United States and Puerto Rico ^1 mil 

'20 be as now provided by law, subject to the following 

-1 exceptions: 

(a)   During the second year after the inauguration <»f 

the new Government (here shall be levied by the Unib'il 

-4 States on all articles imported from Puerto Rico duty at the 

«>•) 
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■\ rate of 25 per centum of the rates of duty which are re- 

2 quired by the laws of the United States to be levied, col- 

3 lected,  and  paid  on  like  articles  imported  from foreign 

4. countries. 

5 (b)   During the third year after the inauguration of 

Q the new Government there shall he levied by the Tinted 

7 States on all articles imported from Puerto Rico duty at 

8 the rate of 50 per centum of the rates of duh  which arc 

9 required by the laws of the United States to he levied, 

10 collected, and paid on like articles imported from foreign 

11 countries. 

12 (c)   During the fourth year after the inauguration of 

13 the new Government there shall be levied by (he United 

14 States on all articles imported from Puerto Rico duty at 

15 the rate of 75 per centum of the rates of duty which are 

16 required by the laws of I he  United Stales to be levied. 

17 collected, and paid on like articles imported from foreign 

18 countries. 

19 (d)   The    Government    of    the    Gonunonwcalfl)    of 

20 Puerto Rico may impose upon all articles imported  from 

21 the United States a duty not in excess of the duly "nupoM'd 

22 by  the   United   Slates   upon   like   articles   imported   from 

23 Puerto Rico. 

24 When used in this section "m a geographical sense, the 

25 term "United States"  include> all Territories and posses- 

L 
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1 sions of the United States except the Commonwealth of 

2 the Philippine Islands. 

3 SEC 112.   (a)   Within six months after the inauguru- 

4 lion of the Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto 

5 Pico, all citizens resident in Puerto Pico, and all citizens 

6 horn in Puerto Pico but residing in the United States, musr 

7 elect whether they will remain American citizens or whether 

8 they will become citizens of Puerto Pico. 

9 (h)   Any citizen residing in Puerto Pico who desires 

10 to remain an American citizen must file with the United 

11 States High Commissioner, under rules and regulations to 

12 be  prescribed  by  said  High   Commissioner,  a  declaration 

13 duly acknowledged that he intends to retain his American 

14 citizenship.    Such declaration shall be made in quadrupli- 

15 cafe, one copy to remain among (he records of said High 

1G "ommissioner,  one copy to be by him forwarded to tlie* 

17 Secretary of State of the United States, one copy to be by 

18 him transmitted to (he Government of the Commonwealth 

19 of  Puerto   Pico,   and   one   copy  to   be   retained   by   the 

20 declarant. 

21 (c)   Any citizen born in Puerto Pico but residing in 

22 the Prn'ted Stales may similarly subscribe to" such declara- 

23 ti<m of intention before any official authorized to administer 

24 oaths   in   naiuralizalion   proceedings.     Such   official   shall 

25 thereupon for wan   such declarations to the  1 nilcd State- 
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High Commissioner, under rales and regulations to l>e pre- 

scribed by said_Iligh Commissioner. 

(d) Minor children or persons under legal disability, 

who •would otherwise fall within (lie classes comprised in 

paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) hereof, may similarly sub- 

scribe such declarations within six mouths after attaining 

their majority, or after (he removal of disability, as the. 

case may be. Appropriate provision shall be made for the 

filing of such declarations in case such event does not occur 

until after the final and complete withdrawal of American 

sovereignty from Puerto Pico. 

(e) Any citizens resident in Puerto Pico, or any 

citizens born in Puerto Pico but residing in the Puked 

States, who fail to file such declarations of intention within 

the times specified in this section, shall be deemed citizens 

of Puerto Pico. 

(f) After the expiration of the time fur filing declara- 

tions as aforesaid, no citizen of Puerto Pico shall regain 

American citizenship except "ndcr the provisions of the 

naturalization laws. 

(g) As used in this M'clinn, the term "Pniieil Si,-uv- * 

includes all  Territories  and   |H>->C>--ion-  ;unt   the ( ' m^i 

wealth of the Philippine Island-, and the hint "Pie; >>< Pi'<> 

excludes the island of ('ulehra and the i-lund- and i. N 

adjacent thereto. 
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1 SEC.  113.   (a)   After the expiration of the time for 

2 filing or executing declarations of intention prescribed in 

3 section 112 of this title— 

^ (1)   For the purposes of the Immigration Act of 1917, 

g the Immigration Act of 1924, this section, and all other laws 

Q of the United States relating to the immigration, exclusion. 

7 or expulsion of aliens, citizens of Puerto Kico, as defined in 

3 section 112 hereof, shall be considered as if they were aliens. 

9 For such' purposes  Puerto Kico shall he considered as a 

10 separate country and shall have for each fiscal year a quota 

11 of live hundred. 

12 (-)   Any Foreign Service officer may be assigned to 

13 duty in Puerto Kico, under a commission as a consular officer, 

14 for such period as may he necessary and under such regula- 

15 tions as the Secretary of State may prescribe, during which 

16 assignment such officer shall he considered as stationed in a 

17 foreign country; but his powers and duties shall he confined 

18 to the performance of such of the official acts and notarial 

19 and other services which such ollicer might properly perform 

20 in respect of the administration of the immigration laws it 

21 assigned to a foreign country as a consular officer, as may 

22 he authorized by the Secretary of State. 

23 (3)   For the purposes of sections  18 and 20 of the 

24 immigration Act of 1917. as amended, Puerto Kico shah 

25 he considered to be a foreign country. 
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i (b)   The provisions of this section are in addition to 

0 the provisions of the immigration  laws  now  in   force  and 

3 shall be enforced as a part of such laws, and all the penal 

4 or  other   provisions   of  such   laws,   not   inapplicable,   -hall 

5 apply to and lie enforced MI connection with the provisions 

G of this  section.    An  alien,  although  admissible  under  the 

7 provisions of this section, shall not be admitted to the United 

8 States if he is excluded by any provision of the immigration 

9 laws other than this section, and an alien, although admis- 

10 sible under the provisions of the iinmiu'raliou laws oilier 11 mn 

1 ibis section, shall not  be admitted  to the  I'uiicd Slates if 

2 lie is excluded by any provision of this seciion. 

;) (c)   Terms defined  in   the   Imiiuu'raliou   Act   of   l'.l'-M 

! shall, when used in this section, have the nicaninu" assigned 

,"> to such terms in that Act. 

(J SHC.   114.  There  shall   he   no  ohliu.i.'iou  on   (he   part 

7 of the   luiled  States  to   meet   the  iuieresi   or  principal   ol 

S bonds and other obligations of ihc (ioveriuiieni  of   Piierio 

9 Rico,  or  of the  municipalities  or  iiisiruiiicnialiiics   thereof, 

L'i) hereafter  issued   during'   the   continuance   of   Cuiied   Stales 

LM sovereign! v in I'iiei'lo Rico:   Pmr'uJnl, That -\u-\\ bonds and 

■J- obli'>'atio)is hereafter issued shall  not   be exempt   Irom  ia\- 

-", ation in the  Tinted States or by  authority  of  ihc   I'uiied 

L'i - States. 
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RECOGNITION OF PTHHTO IUOAN INDEPENDENCE AND 

WITHDRAWAL   OF  AMERICAN  SOVEREIGNTY 

SEC. 115.   (a)   On the 4tli day of July immediately 

following the expiration of a period of four years from the 

date of the inauguration of the now Government under the 

constitution provided for in this Act, the President of the 

Tinted States shall hy proclamation withdraw and surrender 

all right of possession, supervision, jurisdiction, control, or 

sovereignly then existing and exercised by the United Slates 

in and over the Territory and people of Puerto Pico, includ- 

ing all military and other reservations of the Government 

of the  Puiled States in Puerto Pico   (except the '.'ulebra 

Naval Pesorvalion and such other naval reservations and 

fueling stations as arc reserved under section 105), and, on 

hehalf of the United States, shall recognize the independence 

of Puerto Pico as a separate and self-governing nation and 

acknowledge the authority and control over the same of the 

government instituted hy the people thereof, under the con- 

stitution (hen in force. 

(h) The President of the United Stales is hereby 

authorized and empowered U> enter into negotiations with 

the Government of .Puerto Pico, not later than two years 

alter his proclamation recognizing the independence ol 

Puerto Pico, for the adjustment and settlement of all ques- 

tions relating to militarv and naval reservations and fueling 



29 

1 stations of the United Slates in Puerto Pico (oilier than the 

2 island of Oulehra and the islands and keys adjacent thereto, 

3 which shall remain under the sovereignty  of the   Tnited 

4 States), and pending such adjustment  and settlement   the 

5 matter of military and naval reservations and fueling stations 

0 shall remain in its present stains. 

7 NOTIFICATION   TO   FnKKKiX   COYKKX M KXTS 

8 SEC. IK), Upon the proclamation and recognition of 

9 the independence of Puerto l!ico. the .President shall notify 

10 the governments with which the United States h in diplo- 

11 matic correspondence ihcreo!  and  invite .-aid  government 

12 to recognize the independence of Puerto  Hico. 

13 TAKIFF DFT1KS AF'l I'M  I X IH'I'KNDI'M 'K 

14 SKC.   117. After Puerto  Hico ha- hecoiue a  free and 

15 independent nation there -hall he levied, collected, and paid 

10 upon all articles coming into the I'niled State- from Puerto 

17 lvieo the rates of duly which are required to he levied, eo|- 

1$ lected,   and   paid   upon   like   article-   imported   from   other 

19 foreign countries:   I'mr'ulnl, Thai  at   least  one  \ear  prior 

20 to the date fixed in this Act for the independence of Puerto 

21 Pico there shall he held a conference of ivpre-enlame- of 

22 the Government of the  I'niled Stale- and lite < io\ eminent 

23 of the Commonwealth of Puerto Pico, -ueh rcpre-eii!aii\ es 

24 to he appointed hy the President of the I'niled Stale- and 

25 the Chief Executive of the ('oinmoiiwealth of Puerto  Pico. 
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1 respectively,  for the purpose  of formulating recommenda- 

2 tions as to future trade relations between the Government 

3 of the United States and the independent Government of 

4 1'uerto Eico, the time, place, and manner of holding such 

5 conference to he determined by the President of the United 

6 States:  hut  nothing in this proviso shall he  construed to 

7 modify or ahYct in any way any provision of this Act rclat- 

8 ing to the procedure leading up to Puerto Itiean independ- 

9 ence  or  the  date  upon  which  Puerto  Eico  shall  become 

10 independent. 

11 IMMIGRATION   AFTER   INDEPENDENCE 

1- SEC.  118.  Upon  the final  and  complete  withdrawal 

13 of American sovereignty over Puerto Eico the immigration 

14 laws  of  the   United  States   (including  all   the  provisions 

15 thereof relating to persons ineligible to citizenship) shall 

10 apply to persons who were born in Puerto Eico to the same 

17 extent as in the case of other foreign countries. 

IS CERTAIN   STATUTES   CONTINUED   IN   FORCE 

19 SEC. 111). Except as in this title otherwise provided, 

~0 the laws  now or hereafter in force in Puerto Rico shall 

121 continue  in  force  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Eico 

until altered, amended, or repealed by the Legislature of 

3 the Commonwealth of Puerto Eico or by the Congress of 

1U the United States, and all references in such laws to the 

25 Government or officials of Puerto Eico shall be construed, 

o>> 

'•>'>. 
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1 insofar as applicable, to refer to the Government and eor- 

9 responding officials of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico: 

8 Provided,  That said Legislature shall have no  power to 

4 alter or amend or repeal any Federal laws relating to any 

5 of the armed forces of the United States, or to the national 

C hanking system, or the Federal Judicial Code, or the Fed- 

7 eral Criminal Code insofar as the same is applicable to the 

8 change in government.    The Government of the Common- 

9 wealth of Puerto Rico shall be  deemed successor to  the 

10 present Government of Puerto Rico and of all the rights and 

11 obligations thereof.    Except as otherwise provided in this 

12 Act, all laws or parts of laws relating to the present Gov- 

J3 eminent of Puerto Rico and its administration are hereby 

14 repealed as of the date of the inauguration of the Govern- 

13 ment of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

L 
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